
 

 

          Welcome to fifth grade! I am excited for the opportunity to work 
with your child this year. I am a new teacher to Washington Park Community 
School but have been teaching for 7 years. I am a highly qualified teacher. I 
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree from Defiance College and am certified 
to teach K-8 grades. I obtained my Master’s Degree from the University of 
Phoenix in Educational Technology and Curriculum. I am very eager about 
success of the 2007-2008 school year.  
Mrs. Strauss is the fifth grade instructional assistant. She will be in the 
classroom all day with us. 
Fifth grade is a big step and a year of many changes for your child. We are 
looking forward to assisting him/her through these transitions. In preparing 
for the changes beyond fifth grade, your help is needed to:  
*Check student planner each night for assignments and notes from school 
personnel  
*Enforce a quiet study/work time each evening so that your child accepts 
responsibility and completes his/her homework appropriately and on time  
*Insist that your child read at least 20 minutes every night to help him/her 
become a better reader 
*Communicate high expectations regarding academic grades, homework 
expectations, behavior, etc…  
*Praise and encourage your child for his/her efforts  
*Contact us immediately if you have any questions, concerns, etc.  
 

Homework assignments are posted in the classroom on the 

whiteboard and discussed on the overhead. Each student is responsible to 
record the assignments in his/her student planner, ask questions, and make 
sure he/she has the necessary materials to take home if the work has not 
been completed in school.  
1. All homework must be done on loose-leaf notebook paper only - not ragged 
edge paper.  
2. All homework must be turned in on time, be complete, and be neat.  
3. Proper headings must be written on all homework done on wide-ruled, lined 
paper.  
Students are given time in school to begin their homework. If your child is 
consistently coming home with a great deal of homework and/or spending 
more than fifty minutes a night on homework, then he/she is not using time 
wisely in school.  



 

 

Late assignments will have ten points deducted on the first day 

it is late. If the assignment is late a second day, it will have another ten 
points deducted and will include a lunch or after school detention for the 
student. If the assignment is late another day, a zero will be given along with 
an after school detention where the assignment will be completed and ready 
to give to the teacher the next day. 
When absent, assignments will be due the day after your child returns to 
school. If your child missed more than one day, he/she has that number of 
days to get caught up on homework.  
 

Student Planner – Each student will have a planner. Your child is 

responsible for writing assignments in the planner and is provided with 
multiple opportunities throughout the day to do this. 
 

Study Tips:  

1. Study in a quiet and comfortable area with good lighting.  
2. It is important to eat healthy, exercise regularly, and get the right 
amount of sleep.  
3. Read from your textbook to clarify anything you are unsure of. Reread 
the directions for assignments and ask yourself if you are answering the 
question.  
4. Always complete your homework neatly, with quality of thought, and on 
time.  
 

5th Grade Behavior Guidelines  

Our classroom rules:  
1. Respect yourself, others, and property  
(i.e. Follow directions the first time they are given; keep hands, feet, and 
objects to yourself; receive permission before speaking; remain in 
designated area; do not use bad language, tease, or make unkind, 
disrespectful, or inappropriate remarks to other; etc.)  
 
2. Take responsibility for your choices and actions (i.e. When you made a 
good choice, praise yourself and continue making good choices. If you made a 
bad choice or acted in an inappropriate manner, accept that it was not a good 



 

 

Specials 
Monday: Music 
Tuesday: Gym 
Wednesday: Art 
Thursday: Gym 
Friday: Art 

choice, do what is appropriate to amend the unacceptable choice like 
apologize, etc., and then learn from it to improve yourself.)  
 
Positive Consequences - Our goal is to motivate students to be respectful, 
responsible, and want to achieve and produce high quality work. We will 
encourage this by utilizing the following incentives:  
1. Verbal praise and recognition  
2. Earning privileges that reflect your child’s willingness to act respectful 
and accept responsibility  
 
Consequences of inappropriate behavior/poor choices:  
1. Warning  
2. Time-out, a letter/call home to parents, loss of privilege, or other action 
deemed appropriate by the teacher  
3. Discipline report presented to principal for further action  
 

We have a behavior management system in place in the 

classroom. This consists of four colored cards; green, yellow, orange, and 
red. This will be recorded in the student’s planner each day. 
Green: Good behavior 
Yellow: Warning 
Orange: Lose ½ recess 
Red: Lose all of recess and note/call home 
 

5th Grade Daily Schedule 
 

7:50-8:00              Morning Duties: Turn in homework, Student planners        
                              checked, Attendance, Breakfast 
8:00-9:45              Language Arts 
9:45-11:00             Math 
11:00-11:40            Lunch/Recess 
11:45-12:35            Language Arts 
12:35-1:20             Science 
1:20-2:05               Social Studies 
2:05-2:45              Specials 
3:00                       Dismissal 
 


